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Going Green:

Mikey Sklar

By Patch Rose
HERALD Reporter

Global warming, my butt.

That was my thought as | walked with my colleague,
Tony Archuleta, through the welded steel portals of the
home and laboratory of Mikey Sklar. This was not one
of those pleasant desert winter days; it was cold and
wet and dark and it might as well have been New York
City instead of TorC.

Lucky for me, I was soon warmed by the blinding
enthusiasm of Sklar, a fairly recent but welcome addi-
tion to Sierra County. Some readers may already know
Sklar without knowing his name. If you happened to
drive down Pershing Street this summer, and saw a
quiet fellow with brown dreadlocks wearing a heavy

grease monkey suit and wide brimmed straw hat, that -

was Sklar. If that weren’t enough of a memorable im-
age, there was always his summer’s work—turning
old newspapers into adobe-type walls, to surround the
old RV park that Sklar bought along with his equally
fascinating partner, Wendy Tremayne.

Sklar and Tremayne are part of a global contingent
of mostly younger people determined to “get off the
gnd,” in an attempt to be a part of an carth-saving
solution. Huge solar panels and walls made from re-
cycled newspaper are just the start of the interesting,
M projects going on at the “Green Acre” in
~downtown TorC. On that dreary and chilly January
~ day, I socn forgot the cold as I learned more about one
i project: the Grease Car.

YUM/VROOM! Last night, it made french fries; today,
this ‘waste veg oil' donated to Mikey Sklar by a TorC
restaurant, will get his “Grease Car” 300 miles up the
Interstate. '
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And His Cool Grease Car

There's more to Sklar's work than one article can
cover; fortunately, in today’s online age, you can
get the whole Sklar scoop through his weblog: hitp:
//greenacre-hotsprings.blogspot.com. (Check out the
story on Sklar’s implanted chip that opens doors on

command.) Tony Archuleta and | came to the Green
Acre to hitch a ride in Sklar's 1984 Turbo Diesel Mer-
cedes Benz 300, which runs on diesel fuel—and used

vegetable o1l
There are mountains of details that Sklar willingly
shares with interested parties; I have almost 90 min-
utes of tape with Sklar mostly speaking solo, with the
occasional “uh huh, okay” from me. If you aren’t a
high-level ‘gear-head,” as | am not; if you aren’t a ge-
Continued on next page
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AL FOODS & DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS

ENFTOY LUNCH VITH FRESA PREEMRED

HOT & COLD 50UPS, DELI SANDWICHES
SALADS & DESSERTS. VE DO VEGAN!
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